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active minded, fond of reading, and alive to
external impressions. The young people were
well and carefully brought up. Mary shared in
all their studies.

Music they did not care for, but all were fond
of drawing and painting, and had good lessons.
A great deal of time was spent in touring about,
in long walks and drives through the moors and
mountains of Forfarshire. They took pains to
make Mary acquainted with all the country round,
besides which it was laid on her as a duty to get
as much fresh air as she could, and she must
greatly have enjoyed the well-ordered yet easy
life, the complete change of scene and companion-
ship. When, on the loth of November, she
arrived again in Skinner Street, she brought
Christy Baxter with her, for a long return visit
to London. If Mary had enjoyed her country
outing, still more keenly did the homely Scotch
girl relish her first taste of London life and
society. At ninety-two years old the impression
of her pleasure in it, of her interest in all the
notable people with whom she came in contact,
was as vivid as ever.

The literary and artistic circle which still hung
about the Skinner Street philosophers was to
Christy a new world, of which, except from
books, she had formed no idea. Books, how-
ever, had laid the foundation of keenest interest